CACFP RENEWAL GUIDELINES
How to Submit an Approvable Renewal Application
NEW FOR PROGRAM YEAR 2026-2027 (October 1, 2026 - September 30, 2027)
Sponsor-under-Sponsor Organizations:
· TDA is eliminating the sponsor-under-sponsor model to ensure the removal of unaccountable third-party organizations.
· Any PY26 applications that are sponsor-under-sponsor must be closed.
· Create new site applications in PY27 directly between the site and sponsor. 
 Supporting Documentation Updates:
· Sponsor Operating Unaffiliated Site:
· Permanent Agreement between the sponsoring organization and the childcare site.
· Sponsor Operating Affiliated Site:
· Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) must include:
· Sponsoring organization name
· Site name
· Title and position of the site’s signatory authority
· Understanding that the sponsor will operate CACFP on the premises.
Financial Viability:
· Organizations must have access to steady funds outside TDA-administered nutrition programs.
· Loans and lines of credit are considered liabilities.
 Enrichment Activities (At-Risk Sites):
· Unaffiliated organizations signing a permanent agreement with a sponsor for At-Risk sites must manage childcare and enrichment activities.
· Enrichment activities documentation must indicate how the activities are regularly scheduled, structured, and adult-supervised.
 New Sponsors Adding Sites/Enrollment:
· New sponsors cannot add new providers or unaffiliated sites in the first 12 months beyond initial application approvals.
· No new affiliated sites can be added at locations where the sponsor is not legally affiliated during the first 12 months.
REMINDERS:
· BUDGET:
· Complete all updates in PY26 and ensure approval before enrolling in PY27.
· Changes made after enrollment will not roll over to PY27.
· MANAGEMENT PLAN:
· Updates must be completed and approved in PY26 before PY27 enrollment.
· ANNUAL AUDIT SCREEN:
· Required for all organizations except Federal entities.
· NEW PRINCIPALS:
· Submit a valid government-issued ID for each new principal listed in the Contracting Entity Application.
· ANTICIPATED ANNUAL REIMBURSEMENT:
· Update the Contracting Entity Budget Detail to reflect changes in site enrollment for PY27.
· AT RISK SITES:
· To serve in AUGUST 2026, submit a CACFP application in the 2025-2026 section of TXUNPS.
· To begin claims in OCTOBER 2026, submit a CACFP application in the 2026-2027 section.

 

